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A diverse landscape that
is both picturesque and
productive, Gwydir Shire
prides itself on innovation.
Opportunities for new
businesses to be established
are wide and varied.
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Gwydir: The Fossickers Way

Welcome to Bingara

The Fossickers Way
holds many treasures
waiting to be unearthed,
from buildings steeped
in history to picturesque
scenery and quiant
villages where the
personalities are as big
as the sky overhead.

The Gwydir Shire is in the centre of the
‘Fossickers Way’ and encompasses a diverse landscape that is both picturesque
and productive. The Gwydir Shire encompasses the larger towns of Bingara and
Warialda as well as many small villages
that offer a brilliant lifestyle.
The Gwydir Shire is renowned for the
innovative farming practices its primary
producers utilise such as satellite
guidance systems and minimum
tillage. Both Bingara and Warialda have
amazing communications infrastructure
and a great ‘can do’ attitude within
the community, both of which are
instrumental in making the Shire a
wonderful place for a ‘tree-change’.
The Fossickers Way is one of the oldest
and most picturesque touring routes in
New South Wales and provides an alternative route between Sydney and Brisbane
for those who enjoy an easy, more leisurely scenic drive...on sealed roads.
Escape the stress of hours on the road
watching traffic, instead take your time
and appreciate the magnificent, everchanging scenery, a landscape which
varies from steep wooded hills and native
forest to wide fertile valleys fringed by a
haze of blue ranges.
The drive is exciting and different and
takes you through one of the richest
gem areas in Australia and just like the
precious stones found along its route,
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The Fossickers Way holds many treasures
waiting to be unearthed - from buildings
steeped in history to picturesque scenery
and quaint villages where the personalities are as big as the sky overhead.
The southern boundary of the shire is the
Nandewar Range where the Gwydir and
Namoi Valleys meet. The Horton Valley and
Cobbadah District are home to some Australia’s most highly regarded beef cattle
studs. These enterprising farmers use the
latest artificial breeding and agronomic
technology to produce beef of exceptional
quality. Meat Sheep and merinos that
grow high quality wool are also grazed in
this area.
The Gwydir River enters the Gwydir Shire
where it spills from the Copeton Dam and
meanders in a westerly direction through
the towns of Bingara and Gravesend. The
Gwydir valley is well know for irrigated
and dry land cropping as well as livestock
production. In addition to the traditional
crops of wheat, barley, oats and sorghum,
there are olive groves, pecan nut plantations and freshwater fish farms in the
Gravesend district.
Heading northwest from the timbered
surrounds of the town of Warialda and
the close-knit community of Coolatai,
the countryside opens into an undulating
vista of basalt farmland. This part of the
Shire which include the villages of Crooble,
Croppa Creek and North Star, is known
as the ‘Golden Triangle’. Farmers using

Bingara Jillaroo School

QUICK FACTS
Population: 5 516
Median House Price: $201 000
Climate: Temperatures range
between 22 - 38oC in Summer and
6 - 22oC in Winter.
Average annual rainfall: 660mm
Elevation: 320m above sea level
544km north of Sydney and 3469km
south of Brisbane
Known for: Fossicking areas, natural
geological wonders, fishing.

advanced farming techniques, such as
minimum tillage and satellite guidance
systems, produce a variety of high yielding
crops such as wheat, barley sorghum,
maize, chick peas, canola and cotton to
name just a few. This area also has several
cattle feed lots which supply grain fed
beef to the Australian domestic market
and export markets throughout the world.
Both Warialda and Bingara have Hospitals,
Aged Care Hostels, Medical Centres,
Caravan Parks, Swimming Pools, Preschools, Libraries, Tourist Information
Centres, and a Mobile Pre-school based
at North Star. Warialda is the centre
for the Council’s Technical Services
functions. Bingara is the centre for the
Administrative functions. The two centres
are being linked through the use of
sophisticated communications equipment
to ensure that the amalgamations
primary objective is achieved which is to
save the existing employment numbers
within each of the main urban centres of
Warialda and Bingara.

LOCATION
The Gwydir Shire is 9 122 square kilometres in size and is situated north of
Tamworth Regional Council and continues
almost to the Queensland border. The two
main centres of the Shire are Warialda
and Bingara. Gwydir Shire is approximately 560 km north of Sydney, 160 km
north of Tamworth along the Fossickers
Way and 85 km north-west of Inverell. To
reach the beautiful Northern NSW beaches is approximately 370km through the
magnificient Waterfall Way.

TRANSPORT
By road: 544km north of Sydney and
469km south of Brisbane
By rail: 8 1/2 hours to Sydney (Central
Station) via Tamworth
By air: No commercial services but 1 to 2
hours drive to Moree with regular services
to Sydney.
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EMPLOYMENT
The Gwydir Shire can offer wide and varied employment opportunities as well as
opportunities for new businesses to be established.Agriculture is a large sector in the
shire and opportunities abound for anyone interested in agriculture and agribusiness.
Education is a sector that the Gwydir Shire prides itself on and all manner of education
professionals are welcome in the Shire.
Gwydir Shire prides itself on innovation so opportunities for new businesses to be established are wide and varied. The Economic Development Officer at the Shire Council is
more than happy to discuss the establishment of a new business in the Shire with any
prospective new resident.

lifestyle
There are many wonderful sites and interesting places to go in the Gwydir Shire. The
natural geological wonders of the Gwydir Shire are well known for many things from the
diamond and gold mines to unusual rock formations.
The Gwydir Shire is steeped in history and you will find many heritage listed buildings and
attractions throughout the Shire. There is no excuse for inactivity in the Gwydir Shire as
there is something for everyone whether they prefer a leisurely stroll along the banks of
the Gwydir River or a more active climb up to the Batterham Lookout.
There are also numerous sporting activities available in the Shire such as horse riding,
fishing, football, golf and water skiing in the Copeton Waters.

HOUSING
The Roxy Theatre

Houses in the Gwydir Shire offer the best of old style country charm with the best of
modern conveniences. There are plenty of options from homes that will suit a large family
to smaller properties that are the perfect size for a couple.
House blocks are available in the major towns of Bingara and Warialda as well as in the
outlying villages. Blocks vary in size and they are much more affordable than their city
counterparts. Small acreages and larger agricultural holdings are also available throughout the Shire if you would like to buy a piece of Australia’s rich agricultural history.

education
Education is where the Gwydir Shire really shines. As well as various primary schools
across Bingara, Warialda and the outlying villages, the Gwydir Shire has established the
Gwydir Learning Region to promote the importance of lifelong learning.
The Gwydir Learning Region is a cooperative venture involving the Gwydir Shire Council,
the New England Institute of TAFE, Bingara Central School, Warialda High School, Adult
Learning and the University of New England. Originally formed in 2000, the Gwydir Learning

health
Residents of the Gwydir Shire are well looked after when it comes to health and support
services with both the major towns of Bingara and Warialda having hospitals and aged
care facilities. Other services include optometrists, physiotherapists, podiatrists and many
other allied health professionals.
Further services that cater for the aged, disabled and mentally ill are also available in the
Shire with more specialised services being located in Tamworth which is only two
hours away.
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The Inland
Fishing Capital
of Australia
Anglers visiting Bingara have access to some of the best freshwater fishing
in the state, whether they throw a line in from the banks or head up river
in their boat. Bingara’s fishing paradise is probably one of the best kept
secrets in the angling world.

Considering a move inland? Come On Inland is a
project by Regional Development Australia Northern
Inland designed to assist your family or business move
to a stunning region of NSW with unique opportunities.

www.comeoninland.com.au

www.gwydirshire.com
www.bingara.com.au
www.warialdansw.com.au
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