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Tamworth may be 
synonymous with country 
music in Australia, but 
it is much more than 
just big hats, shiny belt 
buckles or golden guitars. 
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Tamworth is the Australian Country Music 
Capital and home to the largest Country 
Music Festival in the Southern Hemi-
sphere. Don’t be fooled though, there’s 
much more to the city!

Tamworth proudly proclaims itself as 
Australia’s Country Music Capital and it 
is only one of the noteworthy reasons 
proclaiming visitors to sing its praises as 
a destination. The city has an extensive 
repertoire of attractions from the natural 
wonders of Mother Nature to its cultur-
al and artistic offerings, as well as top 
restaurants showcasing regional produce 
and wine.

It is the hub of a regional council of about 
58,000 people who live in the city or in the 
towns of Barraba, Manilla,  Bendemeer 
and Nundle. The Tamworth Regional area 
is about three times the size of Sydney 
basin or about the same as Lake Eyre.

The retail industry is one of the larger 
employers and the range of products 
and services available compares more 
than favourably with other cities. There 
is so much fresh produce supplied by 
local growers, from market gardeners 
and hydroponic farms to specialty foods 
based on fish, berries, wine, and olives.
Recognised by many as the sporting 
horse capital of Australia, Tamworth is a 
thriving equine centre boasting four major 
equine association headquarters (NCHA, 
ABCRA and AQHA) making way for some 
of Australia’s most glamorous and action 

packed equine events.

Horses are big business in the Tamworth 
region with various international, national 
and state championships regularly held in 
the district along with Australia’s richest 
sporting horse event, the NCHA Futurity 
(annually in May/June) as well as the 
ABCRA National Finals Rodeo showcased 
during the Country Music Festival every 
January.

As a direct result of this strong industry 
that is only getting bigger, Tamworth and 
surrounding areas have become a breed-
ing centre with hundreds of studs and 
supporting business now established in 
the city all of which have the latest equine 
facilities available.

In 2008, the city opened the doors to 
a $30million world-class Australian 
Equine & Livestock Events Centre (AELEC) 
which houses an indoor arena with seat-
ing for 3,100 spectators (expandable to 
5,000), as well as stabling for 500 horses, 
truck parking and camping facilities for 
over 200 vehicles. The AELEC is the prin-
cipal equine facility in Australia and many 
locals are predicting that in time, equine 
will grow to become a bigger industry than 
country music.

There are more than three main indus-
tries in the Tamworth region. Many may 
be surprised to learn that Tamworth is 
actually one of the primary pilot-screen-
ing and training facilities in Australia, with 

Tamworth is a vibrant, 
easy going place where 
the lifestyle means 
work isn’t the be all 
and end all and there 
is plenty of time after 
work to play sport, play 
with the kids or just 
take it easy. 

QUICK FACTS

Population: 58 515

Median House Price: $270 000

Climate: Temperatures range 
between 16  - 38oC in Summer and  
3 - 16oC in Winter. 

Average annual rainfall: 650mm

Elevation: 404m above sea level

392km north of Sydney and 574km 
south of Brisbane

Known for:  Country Music, Horse 
Sports, Agriculture
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students from across the nation (as well 
as Singapore) sent to Tamworth to learn 
how to be Defence Force Pilots. With more 
than 250 personnel in town continuously 
rotated over two-week periods you can be 
guaranteed there is always a pilot or two 
in town!

Tamworth is a dynamic, modern and pro-
gressive city and a major regional service 
centre with an easy going lifestyle and a 
strong economy. Tamworth may be syn-
onymous with country music in Australia 
but Tamworth is much more than just big 
hats, shiny belt buckles or golden guitars. 
It’s a friendly city where hospitality is 
based on city style with a country heart.

The Tamworth region is a vibrant, easy 
going place where the lifestyle means 
work isn’t the be all and end all and there 
is plenty of time after work to play sport, 
play with the kids or just take it easy. 
Salary rates in Tamworth are comparable 
to Sydney salaries, if not better for many 
career sectors – but the biggest bonus is 
in the work/life balance. You get to enjoy 
it more as a result of lower housing costs, 
less time travelling to and from work and 
improved cost of living.

LOCATION

Tamworth is a beautiful, vibrant and 
prosperous regional city of approximately 
500km north of Sydney and 600km south 
of Brisbane; the city covers 184 sq km 
and is home to nearly 50,000 people. 
Tamworth is the “capital city” of the New 
England North West region of NSW, serv-
ing around 182,000 people.

TRANSPORT

By road: 392km north of Sydney and 
574km south of Brisbane

By rail: Countrylink Service (coach and 
train) 6 hours to Sydney (Central Station)

By air: 1 hour 5 minutes to Sydney 
(Qantaslink)  or 1 hour 15 minutes to 
Brisbane (Brindabella).



Tamworth, as the largest regional city in the Northern Inland, offers opportunities in just 
about any industry you can think of. However, there are some industries that require 
workers more than others. Currently these industries include medical and dental, 
engineering and surveying, construction, food processing, financial and professional 
services and the public sector. If you would rather be your own boss then there are plenty 
of opportunities to invest in an existing business or establish a new one in top-end retail, 
construction, financial and personal services, hospitality, manufacturing and industrial 
processing services.

There are many education options in the Tamworth Region, from pre-school and early 
childhood through to tertiary and further education and everything in between, there are 
plenty of choices. There are 39 schools in Tamworth, ten of which are secondary schools. 
These schools range from small primary schools with 100 students to one of the largest 
agricultural day and boarding schools in the state. In Tamworth you can choose from 
public schools, Catholic Schools, Anglican schools, Christian schools and Montessori and 
Steiner schools.

Housing affordability in the Tamworth Region is significantly lower than affordability in 
Sydney and properties are generally larger with good sized yards and gardens. Apart from 
the obvious benefits associated with affordability, Tamworth hosts a wide range of housing 
and lifestyle options.

Choices include smart river-side urban style apartments, beautiful federation era homes 
and rural lifestyle blocks of 5 acres or more and everything in between. Surrounding towns 
within the council’s boundaries also offer a wide range of urban, town and rural living 
options within easy reach of the centre of Tamworth.

Tamworth is a major health centre for the Northern Inland. The Tamworth Base Hospital 
provides high level surgical and medical services. Rehabilitation services, oncology, 
radiology and pathology are also available. Tamworth also has a private hospital where 
services include physiotherapy, radiology, orthopaedics, ophthalmology, gynaecology and 
day surgery. In addition to GPs, dentists and physiotherapists, a wide range of specialist 
services are available in Tamworth.  A new $30 million Cancer Care Centre has recently 
been completed. Tamworth also has one of the only Ronald McDonald Houses in a regional 
area and it provides palliative care and family support services. Aged care services are also 
provided in Tamworth with at least 15 facilities ranging from lifestyle villages, retirement 
homes, hostels and nursing homes.

 EMPLOYMENT

 EDuCATION

 HOuSING

 HEALTH

There is plenty to see and do throughout the year in the Tamworth Region. There’s a full 
calendar of local festivals, fairs and events to keep the whole family entertained. The 
Tamworth Regional Entertainment and Conference Centre (TRECC) and the Capitol Theatre 
are two of the city’s red carpet venues. Both venues host touring shows and musical 
productions all year round from Powderfinger to Keith urban to the Wiggles; the Sydney 
Theatre Company to Bell Shakespeare to the Sydney Symphony orchestra.The regional 
art gallery hosts touring shows such as the annual Archibald prize as well as permanent 
display of stunning regional art works. Museums throughout Tamworth provide a sense of 
heritage and history and display a range of memorabilia. The city features public libraries, 
private art studios, sporting fields, swimming pools and many clubs .

The Tamworth region has a stable climate, with average temperatures of 16 to 34 degrees 
in summer and 3 to 18 degrees in winter. The average annual rainfall is 673mm. A reliable 
and well stocked town water supply provides for wonderful civic gardens and parklands.

The city is rich in history and culture and is surrounded by more than 17 towns, villages 
and rural localities. The region has some of the richest agricultural country in the nation 
supporting beef, sheep, poultry, fish, cropping, olives, dairying, eggs, fruit, vegetables and 
vineyards. Rolling hills, beautiful valleys and open skies provide a natural backdrop to 
the many national parks and reserves, state forests, parks, dams, rivers, creeklands and 
farming country that make up the Tamworth region.

 LIFESTYLE

 ENvIRONMENT
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Tamworth is a dynamic, modern and progressive city and a major regional 
service centre with an easy going lifestyle and a strong economy.

A city where 
hospitality is based 
on city style with 
country heart.



N O R T H E R N  I N L A N D  N S W

Considering a move inland? Come On Inland is a 
project by Regional Development Australia Northern 
Inland designed to assist your family or business move 
to a stunning region of NSW with unique opportunities.

www.comeoninland.com.au

www.tamworth.nsw.gov.au

www.visittamworth.com

https://twitter.com/ComeOnInland
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Come-On-Inland/210990832371705
https://pinterest.com/comeoninland/
www.comeoninland.com.au
http://www.tamworth.nsw.gov.au
http://www.gleninnestourism.com
http://www.visittamworth.com

