Tenterfield Shire

Welcome to Tenterfield

The Shire of Tenterfield sits
astride the Great Dividing Range
at the northern end of the
New England Tableland amid a
contrast of rugged mountain
beauty and the serenity of rural
landscapes.
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Tenterfield: a cultural epicentre

Stannum House

Early settlers in the
Tenterfield district left
a legacy of buildings
which now stand as
proud memorials to
those whose efforts
put the town - and the
nation - on the map.

Comfortable with its middle-age, the
town takes seriously its responsibilities as
the keeper of a significant proportion of
Australia’s national history. Early settlers
in the Tenterfield district left a legacy
of buildings which now stand as proud
memorials to those whose efforts put the
town - and the nation - on the map.
Stannum House, a grand mansion built
by 19th century mining magnate John
Holmes Reid, occupies the highest point
on Rouse Street. Now a stunning B&B,
Stannum is an outstanding example of
Victorian grandeur.
In High Street, east of the New England
Highway, the fine, blue granite building
known as Deloraine is also a B&B, though
it was once intended to be a synagogue.
On the corner of Rouse Street and Manners Street stands the Post Office, dated
1881. In front is a memorial to Edward
Whereat, who stood aside as a candidate
for the seat of Tenterfield to clear the way
for Henry Parkes to win the seat of Tenterfield in 1842. Across Manners Street is
the School of Arts where Henry Parkes,
regarded as the Father of Federation,
made his famous speech that urged the
States toward Federation. Housed in
the School of Arts complex is the Henry
Parkes museum, the theatre, the library
and the Courtyard Café. Tenterfield claims
other political connections, too.
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Robert Mackenzie arrived from Scotland in
1826 and later became the first Treasurer
of Queensland in 1859 and Premier
in 1867.
Sir Stuart Donaldson, who would become
the first Premier of New South Wales, built
Tenterfield Station. He and Sir Thomas
Mitchell, the Surveyor-General fought the
last duel in Australia in 1851. Whether it
was due to poor aim or nervous tremors
is unknown, but no injuries were recorded.
By 1903, when Alice Walker and AB ‘Banjo’
Paterson married in St Stephen’s Presbyterian Church, the Walker family owned
Tenterfield Station.
Opposite the Royal Hotel in High Street
is the famous Tenterfield Saddler, a blue
granite building with a wooden veranda.
George Woolnough, the third saddler to
occupy the premises, was immortalised by
his grandson, Peter Allen, in his song, “The
Tenterfield Saddler”. Peter Allen lived with
his grandfather for much of his youth. The
fabric of history cannot veil the vibrancy of
the current population of Tenterfield.
With a calendar dotted with festivals,
there is always a reason to be in this
town. Visit the Food & Wine Festival for a
chance to sample the local products, and
the Oracles of the Bush Festival, a popular
annual celebration of bush poetry. Wintersong and The German Cultural festival are
also events not to be missed. If more rural
events are what you fancy, there are camp
drafting events and sheepdog trials.

QUICK FACTS
Population: 7024
Median House Price: $213 000
Climate: Temperatures range
between 14 - 28 C in Summer and
0 - 14 C in Winter.
Average annual rainfall: 850mm
Elevation: 850m above sea level
661km north of Sydney and 274km
south of Brisbane
Known for: National Parks, Heritage,
Wine, relaxed lifestyle

Tenterfield is a cultural epicentre. The
Gateway to both the New England and
Northern Rivers Regions - the Shire of
Tenterfield is a massive area of 713,439
hectares with an overall population of
approximately 7024 residents - and
growing!
Tenterfield town itself is surrounded by
over 10 National Parks. There are great
schools, a wide variety of employment and
business opportunities, fantastic houses
large blocks of land and a great sense
of community. With its perfect location
near the Queensland border, you are close
enough to all the amenities of the city
yet still able to enjoy the best a country
lifestyle has to offer.

LOCATION
Tenterfield is easy to access from all
directions. It is located in the New England
region at the intersection of the New England and Bruxner Highways. Tenterfield
is a t3 hour drive from Brisbane, 2 hours
from Toowoomba Queensland, 2.5 hours
from Byron Bay, two hours from Armidale,
New South Wales and 10 hours from
Sydney. The town nestles in a glories valley
surrounded by majestic hills that make up
the Great Dividing Range.
CLIMATE
Tenterfield has a mild spring with a moderate alpine summer climate followed by
a glorious autumn when the many deciduous trees display their russet-gold foliage.
The winters combine warm sunny days
with crisp nights.
BIRTHPLACE OF OUR NATION
Sir Henry Parkes delivering his famous
Federation Speech in the Tenterfield
School of Arts on 24th October 1889. This
Speech ultimately led to the Federation of
all Australian States on January 1st 1901.
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EMPLOYMENT
The main industry in Tenterfield is, and has been for much of its history, agriculture
with beef, wool and prime lamb being produced. However, that doesn’t mean that the
only jobs available are on farms. On the contrary, there are opportunities in agribusiness
and finance, health, education, retail, hospitality, trades and professional services. There
are also opportunities to establish new businesses in Tenterfield and with the town being
served by fast ADSL broadband, there are no limits as to what businesses can achieve.

lifestyle
Tenterfield is an historical town and as such, many of the nearby activities and attractions
reflect this heritage. Tenterfield is also surrounded by natural beauty with many national
parks close to town that are perfect for bushwalking or a more leisurely picnic. There is
an emerging food and wine industry in Tenterfield with some excellent cool climate wines
being produced. Most of the local wineries have cellar doors and are happy to invite locals
and visitors alike to sample their products. Tenterfield also offers an array of sporting,
musical and social groups and there is certainly an activity for everyone regardless of age.

Major commercial opportunities exist in Tenterfield due to its location and proximity to
regional centres, a stable workforce and affordable commercial real estate.

environment
HOUSING
Tenterfield has a rich history and which is reflected in the homes you can find in its wide
leafy streets. There are homes large enough for growing families and smaller properties that would be perfect for a couple looking to down size. There are larger lifestyle
blocks available close to the centre of town, ideal for the horse lover or small hobby farmer.

Tenterfield Shire sits high on the New England Tableland and is surrounded by rugged and
scenic landscape of well-watered forests and woodlandsincluding 2 world heritage listed
sites. These national parks include the well-known Bald Rock, Boonoo Boonoo, Tooloom,
Basket Swamp, Torrington State Conservation Area and the long-established Girraween
(Queensland). If you love the great outdoors - Tenterfield national parks offer plenty of
choices for everyone seeking to enjoy nature, walk, swim, picnic, camp and see the sights.

If a larger property is what you are after, there are many larger agricultural holdings not
too far from the centre of town that are just perfect for grazing opportunities. Properties
in Tenterfield are generally larger than those in more populous areas and they are also
generally much more affordable. Rental properties are also of a high standard and are all
at reasonable prices.
Bald Rock National Park

education
Tenterfield offers options at every level of education from pre-school and early childhood,
primary and secondary schools even tertiary studies. There are two primary schools
in Tenterfield, one public and one Catholic and a public secondary school. Due
to Tenterfield’s proximity to major centres in both New South Wales and Queensland,
many parents choose one of the fantastic boarding schools in nearby areas.
At a tertiary level, the New England Institute of TAFE has a modern campus in Tenterfield
that offers flexible learning options and specialist training in business studies, information technology, office administration, pre-vocational education, general education,
nursing and rural studies to meet the needs of the surrounding community.

health
Tenterfield is well served to address the health needs of its residents with 2 well-staffed
medical centres, 4 doctors and a well-equipped hospital. Tenterfield hospital has a 24
hour emergency facility and also offers community health services. Due to Tenterfield’s
proximity to larger centres, most residents requiring specialist care choose to travel however there are visiting specialists who attend Tenterfield Hospital quite regularly.
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heart of wine
Rich volcanic soil and high altitudes bring climatic conditions that are
more than favourable to the production of excellent wines. Varietal grapes
including Chardonnay, Merlot & Shiraz flourish. Most wineries have cellar
door sales and you are invited to visit local vineyards whilst in Tenterfield and
sample the many classic wines of the Granite Belt region.

Richfield’s Estate

Considering a move inland? Come On Inland is a
project by Regional Development Australia Northern
Inland designed to assist your family or business move
to a stunning region of NSW with unique opportunities.

www.comeoninland.com.au

www.tenterfield.nsw.gov.au
www.tenterfieldtourism.com.au
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