Uralla

Dangar’s Lagoon

The gently rolling hills
and English-style
greenery of the New
England plateau provide
the perfect setting for a
town that truly cherishes
its heritage.

URALLA

Uralla: Home of Thunderbolt

Uralla Lantern Festival

Unlike most former
gold rush towns, Uralla
has held onto its town
status and maintained
the old buildings, such
that today it embodies
the country lifestyle
where everybody
knows their neighbours
and there is a strong
community spirit.

Located in the New England High Country
midway between Sydney and Brisbane,
Uralla typifies the type of town that
tree-changers from the city find enticing.
This welcoming and truly picturesque
town offers a mix of gorgeous scenery,
bushranging legends, local art, antiques,
rare books, cool-climate wines, country
cafes and historic pubs.
With lots of wide open spaces, great
weekend activities and a choice of
schools, Uralla is a wonderful place to
raise a family. Many Uralla residents also
make the short twenty minute commute
each day to work, school or university in
neighbouring Armidale.
Uralla experiences four distinct seasons,
each of them glorious in their own right. In
autumn, the countryside is spectacularly
ablaze with the reds, oranges and yellows
of the turning leaves; while winter is the
time for warm pubs and getting cosy in
front of a crackling fire. Spring brings
blossoms and annual festivals, while summer in the high country always remains
mild and pleasant.
The gently rolling hills and English-style
greenery of the New England plateau
provide the perfect setting for a town that
truly cherishes its heritage. Many of the
quaint cottages, stately country homes
and main street shops date back to the
1800s when gold was discovered in the
local hills, and more than 5,000 prospectors flocked to the region.
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The Uralla district is often referred to as
Thunderbolt Country due to the daring
exploits of bushranger Frederick Ward,
better known as Captain Thunderbolt, who
spent much of the 1860s robbing mail
coaches, roadside inns and stores around
the region. He was however, commonly
known as the “gentleman bushranger”,
famous for a career in which he was
always polite to the ladies, never shot anyone, and was even known to have returned
money, or shouted drinks to those whose
coinage he had just liberated.
The last of the NSW bushrangers, Thunderbolt’s career came to an end in May
1870, when he was shot by police just
outside Uralla. He now lays at rest in the
Uralla Pioneer Cemetery, where his headstone has become a popular attraction for
visitors.
Built in 1870, the same year as Frederick
Ward’s death, McCrossin’s Mill is now a
highly regarded, award-winning museum.
The Mill holds a diverse and unique collection of exhibits, including the definitive
display of Thunderbolt artefacts.
Gold is still waiting to be found in Uralla
and there’s a public fossicking reserve
where novices and experienced prospectors are welcome to try their hand
panning for gold or other precious gems.

Stunning countryside

QUICK FACTS
Population: 5 440
Median House Price: $200 000
Climate: Temperatures range
between 12 - 26oC in Summer and
-4 - 12oC in Winter.
Average annual rainfall: 805mm
Elevation: 1000m above sea level
501km north of Sydney and 485km
south of Brisbane
Known for: Food and wine, heritage
buildings, friendly community,
stunning gorge country, festivals.

classified wine region, New England, and
are open each weekend for tastings
and sales.
Just south of Uralla, birdwatchers can
take cover in the bird hide at Dangars
Lagoon, a pristine wetlands area that has
been protected as a wildlife reserve for
the hundreds of bird and animal species
that call it home.
Around fifteen minutes drive north-west
of town, an easy walk of three kilometres
takes hikers along the granite slopes of
Mt Yarrowyck, to where ancient Aboriginal
artworks adorn the rock walls of a cave.
Visitors to the photogenic creeper-clad
Gostwyck Chapel, on the scenic drive
towards Dangars Gorge and Falls, could
be forgiven for thinking that they had
suddenly been transported to rural
England. Just past this, though, the
unique Deeargee Station woolshed is a
reminder that this is truly the
Australian countryside.

LOCATION
Located halfway between Sydney and
Brisbane on the New England Highway, it
is only a 5-6 hour to either state capital
city. The north coast is only 2.5 hours
away along the Waterfall Way, one of the
most beautiful scenic drives in Australia.

TRANSPORT
By road: 501km north of Sydney and
485km south of Brisbane
By rail: Countrylink Service (train) 7 hours
40 minutes to Sydney Central Station
By air: No commercial air services.
However, it is less than 20 minutes drive
to Armidale airport where there are daily
services to Sydney. Charter flights are also
available.

Uralla boasts three cool climate wineries
within easy driving distance of town. They
belong to the country’s newest officially
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EMPLOYMENT
Two foundries account for a large proportion of employment in Uralla, as do other metal
manufacturing businesses. As Uralla is situated ideally on the New England Highway half
way between Sydney and Brisbane, tourism contributes greatly to the economy and many
local businesses take advantage of it by remaining open for longer and on weekends.
Uralla is situated only 20 minutes from Armidale, and many people choose to take the
short daily commute to work.

HOUSING
Due to the long and rich history of Uralla, many of the homes in the area have a heritage
look and feel about them while containing the best of modern design and appliances
inside.
Properties in Uralla are never very far from the centre of town and they are generally much
more affordable than similar properties in city areas. On the outskirts of town are larger
‘lifestyle’ or hobby farm blocks that are ideal for the horse lover or someone wishing to
build their dream home. There are also much larger agricultural holdings available further
out from the town centre if you would like to run a grazing operation in one of the most
fertile agricultural pockets of Australia.

lifestyle
Uralla’s pride in its heritage and love of arts and antiques is apparent in the abundance
of wonderful antique and speciality stores, galleries and museums spread throughout
the town. A wander through the gorgeous shops will capture anyone’s interest and make
sure to sample the fine local produce that can be found in the many great cafes, pubs and
restaurants.
Uralla is surrounded by National Parks and historical sites that are perfect for bushwalking, trail rides, camping or even some fossicking. Sportspeople are also well catered for in
Uralla with a swimming pool, playing fields, a golf course, bowling greens and tennis courts
available for all to use. There is certainly an activity for everyone in Uralla.

environment
Less than two hours drive from Uralla and Armidale, along sealed roads is the spectacular
gorge country of the New England National Park. Included in the World Heritage List it
offers views of magnificiant unspoilt wilderness as far as the eye can see. The Oxley Wild
Rivers National Park with its breathtaking panoramas, is home to rare and endangered
plant species as well as an extensive variety of other plant, bird and animal life. Both cater
for easy walks to spectacular lookouts as well as providing more testing treks. At Dangars
Lagoon, a wetland reserve close to Uralla, water birds can be viewed from a hide.

education
Scenic Drives

Being so close to the education centre of Armidale and with a great range of local schools,
Uralla is well served to provide a high standard of education to its residents.
Uralla has a range of day care and pre-school options, one Catholic primary school, and
one public central school that caters for students in Kindergarten to Year 12. As Armidale
is only 20 minutes away, some students choose to catch one of the many school buses
that run each day to attend one of the fantastic schools there.Uralla also has access to
tertiary education via Armidale. The University of New England and a large campus of the
New England Institute of TAFE are only 20 minutes away.

health
Uralla takes advantage of its close proximity to Armidale with most major health and
support services being centred there. Uralla has GPs, dentists and a Community Health
Centre that offers a range of services from blood collection and counselling to social work
and women’s health.
Most major services such as Centrelink and Medicare are available in Armidale but there
are many social support groups such as Rotary, Lions, mother’s groups and the CWA
based in Uralla that are there to support residents in any way they can.
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The romantic
‘way we were’
Think of when Australia was young, of the romance of gold fever, pioneers,
bushrangers, cedar cutters, roads carved through mountainous terrain – and
the World Heritage Way comes alive.

Considering a move inland? Come On Inland is a
project by Regional Development Australia Northern
Inland designed to assist your family or business move
to a stunning region of NSW with unique opportunities.

www.comeoninland.com.au

www.uralla.nsw.gov.au
www.uralla.com
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